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SIU/J-11:2020/1691 Dated 13 May, 2020

CIRCULAR 15 OF 2020
(In view of COVID-19 Pandemic)

Admissions, Online Teaching-Learning, Cancellations of Admission,
and Refund of Fees for MBA and MA (Mass Communication)
(For Academic Year 2020-21)

1. Irtroduction

Covid-19, the global pandemic has created unprecedented uncertainties and disruptions.
Education Sector has been one of the worst victims of this pandemic. However, hissorically,
such unce-tainties have encouraged humankind to invent and re-invent itself to continue the
ecosvsten.

Symbiosis International [Deemed University] has been at the forefront of the pro-active
mzzsures fo ensure safety of its students and continuity of learning. The steps initiated by the
University, as always has been consistent with the Guidelines / Directives of Gove nment /
Regt latorv Bodies. While we are optimistic that the present situation will improve gradually,
we ae also simultaneously cognizant of the importance of continuing the educational process
making effective use of technology and exploring other available options to engage the
stmcents ir effective and constructive manner.

SIU nas therefore charted out a plan with respect to Admissions, Online Teaching-Learning
and Refund of Fees to the candidates in the event of cancellation of admissions in the
Acacemic Year 2020-2021 and is hereby notifying Symbiosis International [Deemed
University] Circular on the same for the academic year 2020-2021 with following objectives:

i.  Ensuring good health, safety and security of the students, faculty and staff,

ii.  Facilitating the students to participate in further academic processes.
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2. Admissions to MBA and MA (Mass Communication) programmes:

Admissions to MBA programmes were offered at the Constituents of the University are made
through Symbiosis National Aptitude Test (SNAP) well in advance every academic year.
Therefore, the process of provisional admissions to MBA and MA(Mass Communication )
programmes are almost completed.

Altwugh an average of 80% of the admitted students have completed their graduation, the
Un versitv is well aware that 20% of the students are still to undertake their terminal
exanination and are engaged preparing for the same.

Fartaer, for the students who may still have to undertake their terminal examinations, the
Universitv has decided to use the synchronous and asynchronous mode of online teaching-
leaning and faculty members have been advised to interact with all students in online
sess ons to resolve the doubts and problems of students. The students who are engaged with
p-eparaticn of their terminal examinations will be able to access these online contents as per
their convenience from our LMS system and interact with our faculty. Considering these
factors, the University has decided to modify the date of online teaching communicated
earlier.

3. Teaching Learning through Online mode

Symbiosis International (Deemed University) (SIU) has a robust IT infrastructure and its
faculty members are adept at using appropriate tools for the teaching-learning process. In
atticipation of an extended lockdown, SIU geared up to adopt online mode of teaching /
learaing. As such, the teachers have designed and developed content to be delivered online
(bath synchronous and asynchronous) and will include online assignments and assessments.
Students will also be given access to the rich, online library resources to support their
learning. In addition, efforts are being made to make available other MOOCs courses to
augment -he learning experience.

4. Commencement of Online Teaching:

Cersider ng the limitations / restrictions due to COVID-19, and in view of SIU’s
preparedness to deliver on-line teaching and keeping the academic interests of students intact
and also considering the flexibility accorded to universities in the UGC Advisory Guidelines
issued on 29™ April 2020 and in accordance with the Calendar issued by AICTE for academic
yea~ 2020-21 SIU has decided to commence its MBA and MA(MC) for the Academic Year
2020-20Z1 as follows:
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e The last date of Admission will now be 31% July, 2020.

e The date of commencement of MBA and MA (MC) programmes wil. be 1st
August, 2020; but the online sessions will start from 16th July, 2020.
The University has already developed a concrete plan to utilize the remaining academic year
to enhance the teaching-learning experience with additional interventions.  Further,
althcugh the commencement of the programmes is on 1st Aug 2020 and the online session
will start from 16™ July 2020, the Academic Year 2020-21 may get extended in order to
ensure robustness of the academic delivery.

5. Cancellations of Admission and Refund of fees:

In consonance with the notification issued by UGC regarding refund of fees in
October 2018, the University had issued a notification on rules for refund of fees
ard non-retention of original certificates in January, 2019 and the same was
published in our prospectus.

However, in view of COVID-19 and all the challenges it poses, these provis ons were
discussed at a high level committee meeting and the University has rescheduled the
last date of admission as 31July, 2020 for MBA and MA(MC).

6. Refund Rules

(Applicable to MBA and MA in Mass Communication; for the Academic yea- 2020-21
de to COVID -19 pandemic)

If a student applies to withdraw/cancel his/her admission from the programme in
which he/she is enrolled. the Constituents shall follow the following four tier system
for the refund of fees already remitted by the students.
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Table: Refund of Fees

Last date of admission for MBA: 31% July,2020

Last date of admission for (M.A. in Mass Communication): 31st July,2920

sr. | % of Point of time when the notice of | Actual Date on which the
No | refund of | withdrawal of admission is withdrawal of admission
fees * received in the Constituents / is received in the

University Constituents / University

] 00% 15 days or more before the Till 16" July, 2020
formally-notified last date of
admission

2 90% Less than 15 days before the From 17 July, 2020 to 31st
formally-notified last date of July, 2020.
admission

3 30% 15 days or less after the formally- | From I' August, 202C to
notified last date of admission 15" August, 2020.

4 50% 30 days or less, but more than 15 From 16" August, 2020 to
days after the formally-notified 30" August, 2020.
last date of admission

5 0% More than 30 days after the From 31% August, 20Z0
formally-notified last date of
admission

=Note:

In case of (1) in the table above, the University shall deduct an amount not
more than 5% of the fees paid by the student, subject to a maximum o~ Rs.
5.000/- as processing charges from the refundable amount.

Fees shall be refunded by the University to an eligible student within 15 days
from the date of receiving a written application from him/her in this regarc.

7. Hostel and Mess Fee:

In respect of hostel and mess fee, the calculation will be done at the end of the academic
year 2020-2021, depending on the number of months of occupancy as compa-ed to the
previous years and the excess amount, if any, will be adjusted/refunded accordingly.
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3. Mscellaneous:

i.  The circular for admission, commencement, cancellation of admission and refund
of fees regarding all other programmes [other than MBA and MA (Mass
Communication)], will be issued in due course.

ii.  Forany clause not mentioned in this circular, the earlier notification No. SIU/2§&/
798 dated January 16, 2019 regarding refund of fees and non-retention of original
certificate will be applicable.

NOTE:

This Circular shall supersede the earlier Circular No 13 of 2020 dated 5%
May, 2020 and Circular No 14 of 2020 dated 8" May, 2020.
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